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The first'document consists of three leaves (six pages) of foolscap size. 
At the top of the first page is a large seal handstamped in purple. This seal 
consists of a double-lined, upright oval with olive branches curved about the 
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lower half. Within the oval is the inscription “ ALCALDIA MUNICIPAL DE LA 
CIUDAD DE PONCE—PUERTO-R.” It will be observed that the illustration 
shows the centre of the seal to be blank, while the document quoted below 
describes it as bearing the Spanish coat-of-arms. Below the seal are written 
in Spanish “ Provisional postage” and ‘‘ Authorized by the Hon. Military 
Commandant of the District”. These two endorsements are in purple pencil. 
The second page is blank. At the top of the third page the large seal is 
again stamped in purple Then follows the petition, which is so written as to 
occupy the right-hand half of four pages. We translate it as follows: 


Ponce, August 1st, 1898. 
To the Hon. General commanding the Army. 

Sir:— 

The important postal service between this and the other towns of the 
island was entirely interrupted from the moment at which, on the departure 
of the Spanish army, all the employees of that goverment gave up their po- 
sitions, rendering useless all the apparatus of the telegraph and postal Sta- 
tions. ‘There is no need for me to point out the importance and necessity of 
re-establishing these services, seeing that your Excellency is fully aware of it. 
This petition is addressed to you only to request your honorable authority 
for and acquiescence in the establishment of a provisional postal service 
between this city and the towns in which the sovereignty of the American 
Goverment is being recognized or established. For which reason I propose 
to your Excellency to be good enough to give to your approval to the follow- 
ing: 

1. The corporation of Ponce would establish a postal service between its 
town, La Playa, and the towns of Adjuntas, Pefiuelas, Guayanilla, Yauco, 
Sabana-—Grande, San German, Juana—Diaz and Santa Ysabel. 
2 The service will be extended gradually to the other towns which the 
American army may take or with which, by a spontaneous recognition of 
American sovereignty, the exchange of correspondence may be possible. 
3. The Mayor of Ponce will dictate the arrangements necessary for the 
safety and regularity of the service, coming to an understanding for this pur- 
pose with the authorities of the towns to which it may be extended. 
4 To provide for the expenses or part of them, occasioned by the service 
the Mayor of Ponce is authorized to issue a stamp of the single value of five 
cents—bearing in its upper portion “ postaGEs” and in its lower portion 
“‘corrEos” and in the centre “‘ 5cts.”—stamped on common paper and over 
it another rubber stamp of the present special seal of the Mayor, which bears 
the coat of arms of Spain ; which stamp shall be charged for on each letter 
with a maximum weight of 15 grammes, 
5 Also for the same purpose of paying the expenses caused by the postal 
service, the Mayor of Ponce shall make arrangements or agreements with the 
other Mayors or corporations which may make use of the postal service. 
6 This postal service shall exist only until the complete organization of 
the service which the Goverment of the United States is establishing, by 
means of its delegates, for its creation is intended to answer the need of the 
moment, so that mercantile relations between the towns be not interrupted. 
Very Respectfully 
R. M. Coton, 
Mayor of Ponce. 
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Turning back to the third page we find, endorsed in English, at the top 
of the petition. 


“ Approved: 
By command of Mayor General Wilson. 
TASKER H. BLIss. 
Lieutenant Colonel and Chief of Staff.” 


At the left of the page are two indorsements in Spanish: 
“To be published in the periodical The New Era for information 
R. M. Coton.” 


“ Facsimile of the Stamp.” 


At the left side of the sixth page we once more have the large seal, below 
which is written in Spanish. 

“ Ponce, P. R. Aug 2, 1898. 

To attend to the duties of the local Administrator of Postes, by this 
document created and authorized, I appoint D. Julio Mirailla y Ortez, a 
person of responsibility and competency. 

R. M. Coton.” 

In addition to the foregoing we are shown a copy of the Wew Era news- 
paper, dated August 4th, 1898, in which appears in the following advertise 
ment. 

“Being duly authorized by Mayor General Wilson, the Mayor has esta- 
blished provisionally a postal service between this city and the following 
towns: Adjuntas, Pefiuelas, Guayanilla, Yauco, Sabana Grande. San Ger 
man, Santa Isabel and Juana Diaz. To provide for the expenses which it 
may cause, there shall be paid for each letter, on depositing it in the letter 
room situated in the Public Library on the lower floor of the Town Hall, five 
cents. To the carriers of correspondence from house to house one cent for 
each letter is to be paid Newpapers free. Hours of departure and arrival 
of the mails: 

Leave Ponce. Arrive at Ponce. 
Adjuntas, 3 P. M. 3A M. 
Guayanilla, 4 P. M. 8 P. M. 

Juana Diaz, 7 A. M. g A. M. 

Sta. Ysabel, 3 P. M. Midnight. 

Naturally, correspondence should be in the letter box at least half an hour 
before the hour for departure.” 





Our English Letter. 


By Epwarp J. NANKIVELL. 


LONDON, 24, September, 1904. 

Hoity-toity! We have been having a grand old flare up in the July 
mumber of the A. J. P. The English Correspondent happened to mention, 
in a gossipy way, a new watermark introduced by the English printers of 
British stamps to cheapen and facilitate production, and his dear friend Luff 
gets up on the philatelic pinacle and shouts his loudest to all and sundry to 
forthwith boycott that said watermark, and every blessed stamp issued since 
a8go. 


Then the other editorial magnate drops on to the same unfortunate 
English correspondent for daring to swear at the show labels of the Great 
Republic. After many weeks of undue prostration the said correspondent 
ventures out into the open once more. 


Now, a word as to the 1890 game. The ancient fossils tried to work it 
systematically years ago. How many devotees have they to day? Why, you 
could put them all into one pot! They are still weeping in the wilderness of 
their own making. You hear an occasional groan from them. They award 
themselves the prizes at the shows, now and again, but, as an influence in the 
live world of stamp collecting for the limitation or diversion of the activities 
or sympathies of stamp collectors, they are as dead as the dodo. Let us bury 
them and their paltry, prejudiced advice, and have done with them. They 
are vainly endeavoring to handicap the free pursuit of philately. Why 
should those who prefer old issues want to dominate the choice of other 
collectors? We are to follow their advice that, forsooth, we may win “ the 
approval of the older and more conservative philatelists.” That is tosay, we 
are to collect not what we please, but what ¢Aey consider we should collect. 
Could anything be more absurd? 


Once more, let me protest against this attempt to create division in the 
philatelic ranks We are all devotees of the same hobby. Some prefer one 
country, some another. Some one period, some another. There is abundant 
scope for all, and no need whatever for one section to abuse the other, or to 
‘assert the right to dominate or dictate to the other.* There is quite enough 
for all to do to stem the tendency to make stamps for sale to collectors, with - 


*We welcome this line of thought on the part of our Correspondent. Hitherto he has 
often devoted much of his letters to such earnest advocacy of the collecting of new issues 
and such fervid abuse of those who preferred to collect the old that he apparently had lost 
sight of the possibility of merit in both branches. Our personal preference is for the older 
issues and it is our opinion that the flood of new issues is detrimental to philately and should 
‘be discouraged but, having expressed these views, we do not propose to re-itterate them to the 
annoyance of our readeis. So far as we are concerned the matter ends with this number 
af the Journat.—J. N, L. 
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out inanely cursing everything issued since 1890. There were bogies before 
1890, as well as since, and there always will be bogies, and it will take all our 
forces to keep the bogies within manageable bounds. 


It wants a long purse to collect the old issues satisfactorily, but a modest 
purse may do a lot of satisfactory collecting in new issues, and reach a com- 
pleteness never to be hoped for in the costly and grand old issues of the fav- 
orite countries of the philatelic Moguls. We are not all blessed with long pur- 
ses and we must collect accordingly, despite the ill-natured sneers of old issue 
fossils. ‘To shut down at 1890, and to ignore all the historic changes that 
have marked the progress of nations since that date, as recorded in new issues, 
is the sorriest of philatelic advice. 


My friend says the dealers, as publishers of catologues, can do nothing 
to boycott unnecessary issues. I fear it is not a case of cannot, but dare not. 
They have not the courage to do it. They claim that their catalogues are 
merely their own price lists of what they have for sale, or intend to keep for 
sale as opportunities for getting the stock occur. That being so, why include 
the rubbish? If they contend that they must issue complete catalogues, then 
I say, of my own knowledge, that no catalogue is complete. I do not know a 
single catalogue that does not omit things that exist, and include things that 
do not exist. Therefore, the high and mighty line of being compelled to 
publish a complete catalogue does not count for much.* 


If all collectors would adopt a simple expedient there would be no 
trouble with bogus issues. My rule is to omit all stamps of an ephemeral 
character made solely for sale to collectors. Such blanks are not blanks in my 
eyes, nor in the eyes of any philatelist whose good opinion is worth having, 
If a commemorative set takes the place of the ordinary issue altogether, then 
I include it. If it is issued side by side and do:s duty with the ordinary 
stamps, then I regard it as a swindling issue intended solely for sale to col- 
lectors, and I exclude it. I do not collect the West Indian Leeward Island 
swindles, nor the Columbus, nor the show labels of the United States. My 
plan is a very simple and automatic one, and saves all doubts and much un- 
necessary expenditure. 


Ah ! but, say my friends of the complete order, what about showing your 
collection in exhibitions. Well, that does not trouble me. I have no ambi- 
tions in the medal hunting direction. I have had one experience of exhibi- 
ting, and that will be sufficient for my philatelic life-time. My collection is 
always on show to friends. 


*The publishers of the Standard Catalogue do not make any such claims. Their 
catalogue is intended to be a list of all postal issues with prices which, according to their 
judgement, the stamps are worth and at which they are willing to dispose of such as they 
have in stock, That they may make errors, both as to the stamps listed and prices quoted, 
they do not attempt to deny. To do otherwise would be more than human.—J, N. L. 
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Those collections that are always travelling about gathering up medals can 
not fail to suffer from the fastidious collector’s point of view. I have, asa 
member of exhibition committees, had some experience and know what I am 
talking about. I have seen rarities going ofi colordaily. Of course, | do not 
wish to discourage exhibitions. On the contrary, I revel in them—at others 
expense. If the medal hunters like to sacrifice the bloom of their unused 
rarities for the glory of medals it is no business of mine. I am foolishly fasti- 
dious enough to prefer to retain the bloom, and they need not be influenced 
by my selfishness. 


Now, a word as to the editorial note to my letter in the 4. /. /. for 
July, Mr. Editor has altogether misread what I said. I ventured the opin- 
ion that “there is nothing more contemptible in the whole range of specual- 
tive issues,” than the United States show labels. Mr. Editor reads this as 
awarding the palm for speculative issues tothe United States. I did nothing of 
the sort. My words are clear enough, “ nothing more contemptible.”” That 
means what it clearly says, not that United States show lab-ls take the palm, 
but that there is nothing more contemptible. Then, as to taking “the beam out 
of my own eye” in the matter of British colonial swindles, 1 would recom- 
mend Mr. Editor to read back over my letters that he may enlighten himself 
on that point. My readers can be under no delusion as to my prompt and 
unmeasured condemnation of British colonial swindles.* 


Our auction season has already commenced. Messrs. Ventom, Bull and 
Cooper started the ball on Thursday. Prices ran very fairly up to the aver 
age and the lots sold readily. I attended last evening and got a few bar 
gains in Chinese inverted surcharges. The 5 dollars on 3 cents revenue sold 
for £2.100. It was unused, but the bloom was off it. Still, at the price, it 
was cheap. I was not the buyer, for I am rarely tempted to buy a stamp 
otherwise than mint. Its a difficult stamp to get. But the rarest stamp of 
China is the 1 dollar on 3 cents revenue with the Chinese character immedia 
tely above the English word “ dollar” condensed to less than half the width of 
the ordinary type. There are very few of us whospecialise in Cnina who can 
even boast of having seen acopy. I saw three in one dealer’s stock book last 
night, the first I had seen—but the price! Oh, my stars and garters! Such 
luxuries are for the millionaire. Still, we must not complain. China is one of 
the most interesting and, at the same time, one of the cheapest all around coun 
tries for the modest specialist. It is full of interesting varieties, many known 
only to the specialist, and there is very little that is at all high priced. And 
what is more, you can frequently p ck up bargains in little known varieties. 


*We have no desire to enter into a hair-splitting contest over philological trivialities 
with our worthy correspondent and, again, we are aware of his consistent denunciation « 
all speculative issues, no matter from what source they hail. It was for this very reason that 
we were surprised at his selecting the ‘‘ show labels” of the United States for his vitrioli: 
rhodomontade. 

However, we merely wish to state that, while we may be somewhat obtuse, we [ail t 
see wherein there lies any great difference between the phrases: ‘‘ There is nothing more 
contemptible in the whole range of speculative issues”, as he puts it, or: ‘* We are unable 
to agree with him that the United States bears the palm for the contemptibility of some of its 
recent issues”, as we wrote it. 

The subject, ‘‘ Speculative /ssues”, being understood, we did not deem it necessary to 
repeat the exact words, and we are equally at a loss to understand wherein lies so great a 
difference of meaning in the phrases *‘ Nothing more contemptible” or ‘the palm for th 
contemptiblity ”, indeed we thought them practically synonmous and see, as yet, no reason 
to change our opinion.—G. L. T. 





In specialising we are always learning—if we keep our eyes open and 
are not too engrossed with the idea that, if we have specialized in a country 
for years, it is absurd to expect that we may get a wrinkle from the crowd. 
One of the lot I bought last night had a variety marked that I had not noticed 
before. 


Stamp matters seem to be getting into a bit of muddle in Chile. The 
surcharges on telegraph stamps came as a surprise, and now it is stated that the 
American Bank Note Co. claims that it holds a contract for supplying Chilian 
stamps for the next five years. But for some months we have been expecting 
to hear more about the local competition for locally produced stamps which 
has been announced. How is all this to straighten out? Shall we be flooded 
with surcharges while the dispute is being arranged? Let us hope not at all 
events. The anti-surchargities might step in and see what they can do 
towards adjusting matters and so avoiding the possible flood. 


I was very much amused to learn last evening that one of our well known 
London Philatelic Society specialists of the wealthy type instead of following 
“the up to 1890” little party, starts where they leave off. And I see in the re- 
port of the Berlin exhibition that a gold medal was awarded to a collection 
in thirteen albums “from 18go only,” and it is described as a really beautiful 
collection. And why not? There is no reason why beautiful collections 
may not be made of any period, according tothe collector's fancy. But sane 
collectors will naturally object to have any dictation as to collecting only up 
to 1890, or any other year The probable reply to the 1890 lot will be, “ you 
can collect up to 1890, or go and hang yourselves, we are going to collect just 
what periods we please.’’* 


We have recently had a great deal of discussion about catalogue values, 
much of it very misleading and, therefore, harmful. The question has large- 
ly hinged upon the old point: how much a collector may be able to make out 
of his collection, or to put it more bluntly and more pertinently, how much 
money stamp collectors may make of out stamp collecting. The answer must 
be most disappointing to the money grubbers, and I, for one, hope it will al- 
ways be so. We don’t want any additions to the ranks of stamp collecting 
from those who think there is money in it and, therefore, go in for stamps sole- 
ly with the money end in view. The genuine stamp collector is entitled to a 
legitimate return on his investment, and in nine cases of ten genuine, efficient 
collecting will yield the return. But the ephemeral collector who amasses 
stamps to day that he may waylay some share of dealers profits is much 
more likely to burn his fingers than make profits, and, serve him right. He 
is a parasite of the most injurious type. He howls at stamp collecting if he 
burns his fingers, and curses the hobby as a rotten and deceptive pursuit, 


*It was the intention of our unfortunate editorial (which appears to have been the 
cause of much of this blowing of horns and beating of drums) to suggest, not to dictate, and 
to do so without being vituperative. Would it be too much to ask that we, who have pre- 
sumed to prefer the issues before 1890, may be granted the privilege of collecting what we 
choose?—J. N. L. 
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Hence we get the general press taking up the question and drawing their own 
ludicrously ignorant conclusions. Here is such an article before me in a 
popular general weekly, headed “ Are Stamps Worth Collecting? Cold facts 
that may be hard to refute.” The article is made up of an ignorant display 
of extracts from the correspondence that has been going on in the philatelic 
press. 


On this topic of catalogue prices and realizations Mr. Castle speaks with 
an authority and an experience second to none in the philatelic world. In 
the current number of the London Philatelist he puts the matter into a nut- 
shell. He says: “1. The modern catalogue is issued primarly in order that 
the dealer may sell his wares. 2. To effect those sales the publisher must 
have a good and reliable catalogue. 3. The information as to the chronicle 
and issue of the stamps is given to the customers. 4. The information as to 
the inner value of each and every stamp is not given to the public, but con- 
stitutes the basis on which the dealer—like other traders—makes his living 
by buying in the cheapest and selling in the dearest market. It is, therefore, 
futile to imagine that the dealer is open to repurchase from his customers on 
the basis of ‘ catalogue value’. If a sale is effected it is on the basis of the 
net cash value to the purchasing firm, practically irrespective of the quoted 
price. We would, therefore, earnestly counsel all young collectors or 
beginners to make their purc hases with caution until they have felt their 
feet, and not to rely too much on ‘ catalogue value ’.” 


The experienced collector often does pick up bargains and not unfre- 
quently makes a profit off purchases that enables him to secure stamps other- 
wise out of reach of his pocket, but it must not be thought that the ordinary 
dabbler can come in and do the same without the experienced collector's 
years of study. As stamps increase, and despite the pages upon pages of 
writing up that we get now-a-days, the collection of stamps for the quick re- 
turns that the dabbling, interfering, dealer-collector wants must be attended 
with increasing risks and disappointment. In the end this tendency will 
largely rid us of the pestiferous attentions of the dabblers attracted like moths 
to the flame. 





Notes Upon Stamps and their Varieties. 


By Gro. L. Toppan. 
Copyrighted. All rights reserved. 


[Continued from page 339.| 
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1851-52. 
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Fig. 509. Fig. 510. Fig. 512. 

There are two varieties of each of the above stamps, as follows : 

Var. A.—The upright stroke of a “p” of “ posTAGE” is directly 
beneath the first upright stroke of the “1 " of “HAWAIIAN ”, or, in the case 
of the 13c stamp illustrated as figure Ay a o et oe OE EOD 

Var. B.—The upright stroke of the ‘ falls a little to the right of the 


first upright stroke of the “ 4.” 


5c blue.—Two varieties of this stamp, figure 513, are known as follows : 


Var, A.—There is a vertical line before “ rive” in the lower label, 


this is the second stamp on the sheet. ! 
Var. B.—The “n” of “ HonoLULU” has no cross-bar, It is the 


nineteenth stamp on the sheet. 
Be Bes 


TER ISLAND 





WAIIAN es 


| 
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The numeral stamps, all of which resemble figure 514 in a general way? 
were printed in sheets of ten, each stamp differing from the others in some 
minor details. As all have been reset many times we will content ourselves 
with noting the prominent varieties only. 

2c, black on grayish. — 

Var. A.—The “1” of “INTER” is missing. 
Var. B.—The “2” is at the top of the rectangle instead of in its 
centre. 

1c black.— 

Var.—The “1” of “ INTER’ 
of the word. 


is above the level of the other letters 


black.— 
Var. A.—The ‘‘1”’ of “InTER” is missing. 
Var. B.—The “1” of ‘‘ INTER” is above the level of the other 

letters of the word. 
> black, laid paper.— 

Var. A.—“ HA” instead of “HAWAIIAN”. 

black, laid paper.— 
Var. A.—‘‘1” of “INTER” missing. 
Var. B.—“s” of ‘‘ POSTAGE” missing, 


1893. 
Provisional 
GOVT. 

2898 


Fig. 515. 


In this year the native government was overthrown and the stamps 
remaining in the post office were surcharged as shown in figure 515. Several 
varieties, or errors, of this surcharge are known upon one or more of the long 
series of stamps which were subjected to this surcharging process. They 
are: A.—No period after “covt.”; B.—The “3” of “1893” omitted; 
C.—The “9g” of “1893” omitted, etc., 


Hayti. 
1881-86. 


Fig. 516. Fig. 517. Fig. 518. 


1881, 1c.—The shading of the face is entirely composed of horizontal 
lines and the upper line of the serif of the “1” is concave (Fig. 516). 

1886, 1c.—The shading of the face is composed of vertical and hori 
zontal lines while the upper line of the serif of the “1” is perfectly straight. 
(Fig. 518). 

1881, 2c.—The shading of the face is the same as in the one cent of 
the same series. 





1886, 2c.—The shading of the face is as in the one cent of the same 
series. 

1881, 5c.—The numeral of value is tall and rather narrow, its flag mea- 
suring not over 2mm. in length. (Fig. 517). 

1886, 5c.—The numeral of value is larger and more squatty, its flag mea- 
suring a strong 2%mm. in length. (Fig. 519). 


1890. 


Fig, 520. 


2c, on 3c.—This surcharge, having been applied with a hand stamp, is 
prolific in so-called ‘‘ errors,” such as “ EUx” for “peux” etc., which are 
due entirely to poor impressions We do not consider them worthy of any 
mention and the same remark will apply equally to the same surcharge upon 
the 3c. of 1891 and the 2oc. of 1896. 


1890.—In this series the distinctive feature is the palm tree which occu- 
pies the center of the design. The trunk shows the rough bark very clearly 
and part of it is hidden by the foliage. There are nine branches, which 
leave the trunk at various angles and are, comparatively speaking, straight 
and bushy. The four upper branches very nearly touch the scro!l-like orna- 
ments below the ends of the label inscribed “cents” and the frame of the 
rectangles containing the numerals of value. (Fig. 521). 

1893-95.—Here the trunk of the palm tree looks as if the lower half of it 
had been through a turning lathe while the upper third had been sharpened, 
like a pencil. No portion of it is hidden by the foliage, of which there are 
ten branches. 

All of the foliage droops in a very aenemic manner (probably superin- 
duced by the vicissitudes through which the trunk has passed) and none of it 
approaches any portion of the upper part of the design. 

The ground upon which the cannon, drum, etc., stand is composed of 
wavy lines. (Fig. 522). 

1896.—This series, which is that of 1893-95 re-engraved, is easily 
recognized by the ground ; which is composed of straight lines instead of 
wavy ones. 





Fig. 523. 


There are two types of this surcharge, as follows : 


Type I.—The “o” of “1902” is decidedly smaller than the other 
figures. 

Tppe II.—The “o” of “ 1902” is of the same size as the other figures. 
There are, also, other minor differences, but none so easily recognized as 
that above given. 


There are two types of this surcharge which may be distinguished as fol- 
lows: 

Type I.—The word “ poste” measures 10x2% mm., “ paAyYE” measures 
814x3% mm., and the letters are thin and quite widely spaced. (Fig. 523). 

Type II.—The word “ poste” measures 10x3%mm., but the letters are 
thick and close together. 


Heligoland, 


S"SOHILLING & 


Fig. £25. 


¥% sch, green and rose.—There are two types of this stamp which may 
be distinguished as follows. 

Type I.—The curl which is pendant from the Queen’s back hair is large 
and shaped like a corkscrew. (Fig. 525). 

Type I1.—The curl, as above, is small and its shape resembles a 
comma. (Fig. 526). 





¥% sch. rose and green.—This stamp is found with the colors reversed, 
i. e. with the frame in green and the centre in rose. By some it is considered 


as an error while others‘regard it merely as a second printing with the colors 
reversedJintentionally. * 


Honduras. 


Tegucigalpa. 


‘*pOR UN REAL” on ar. black on green.—A variety of this surcharge is 
known on which the word “‘ REAL” is omitted. 


Hong Kong. 


1890. 


20c ON 30C gray-green.— 
sec on 48c lilac. — 
$1.00 on 96c brown on red.— 
There are two varieties of each of the above stamps besides the double 
and inverted surcharges. 
Var. A —Without the surcharge in Chinese characters, 


Var. B.—With Chinese surcharge at both sides instead of only 
upon the left. 





Fig. 530. 


2c rose, black surcharge.—Three varieties of the surcharge upon this 
stamp are known. 
Var. A.—With the “vu” of “ suBILEE ” shorter than the other letters. 
Var. B.—With the ‘‘;”’ of ‘* juBILEE ” shorter than the other letters. 
Var. C.—With the “x” of “Konc ” taller than the other letters. 


1897. 


Bi coon BB 


10c on 30c gray-green.—There are two varieties of this surcharge. 
Var. A.—Without Chinese surcharge. 
Var. B.—With Chinese surcharge in larger characters. 
$1.00 on g6c black.—Two varieties of the surcharge are known. 
Var. A.—Without Chinese surcharge. » 
Var.—With Chinese surcharge at both sides instead of at the left 
only. 


Iceland. 


1882-1902. 


Fig. 532. 
3a 1882.—The numeral in the center is thin and small and the same is 


true of the entire lower inscription. (Fig. 532). 
3a 1902.—The numeral in the center is thick and heavy as is, also, the 


entire lower inscription (Fig. 533). 





2oa. deep blue —Through an error a cliché of the 20 aur official stamp 
was included in the plate of this value, It is inscribed “ pyonusTa ”’ at right 
instead of ‘‘ FRIMERKI.” 


1902-03. 


1 GILDI 


*02—’03 
Fig. 535. 
This surcharge is prolific in varieties. Below is a list of what is known 
to exist. 

*“1” of “1 GILp1I” omitted 
5a, yellow-green, perforated 12%, red surcharge. 
3a, orange, type I, black “ 
3a, - II, x se 
4a, rose and gray, , 
5a, yellow-green 

16a, brown, 

50a, blue and carmine, 

10a, Carmine, * 14x13, 
100a, brown and violet, “ - 


**’093-'03 instead of *‘'o2 

5a, yellow-green, perforated 12%, 

6a, gray, = “ 
20a, dull blue, We 

25a, yellow-brown and blue, 

3a, orange, type II, 

4a, rose and gray, 

16a, brown, 

40a, red- violet, 

50a, blue and carmine, 

20a, dull blue, 14x13¥%, red 
40a, red-violet, ** black 
sea blue and carmine = “ 


o2'—'o3” instead of “’o2—'03’ 


5a yellow-green, perforated 12%, red surcharge. 
n “e Lad “ 
6a gray, 23 
dull blue. - * 4 





, yellow brown and blue, perforated 12%, red surcharge. 
orange, type i 28 black 2 
I, 
rose and gray, 
brown, black 
blue and carmine, " 
yellow green, 14x13 red 
orange, type II, e black 
, brown and violet, 7 = 


OFFICIAL STAMPS. 
1902. 


These stamps, overprinted as shown in figure 535, are also prolific 
varieties, as follows 


“ 9 


I GILDI”’ omitted. 


<6 ” 


of 


3a, yellow, perforated 12% @, black surcharge. 
“ ‘ 


4a, gray - 
10a, ultramarine, “ 
“ce 


10a, 14x13%, 
16a, carmine, “y 


“ ae sé 

‘. 

te 
“"03—'o3 ” instead of “’o2z—o03.” 

5a, brown, perforated 12%, blac k surcharge. 

10a, ultramrine, a ” 

zoa, yellow-green,“ 

5a, brown, ™ 

10a, ultramarine, 

20a, yellow-green,“ 


“ ““ 
14x13, “ 
“ 


“ 


“e 


‘o2'—’o3” instead of “’o2—’o3.” 


5a, brown, perforated 12%, black surcharge. 
10a, ultramarine, ‘ 
20a, yellow- green, “ 
5a, brown, "i 
roa, ultramarine, 
20a, yellow-green, “ 
50a, red-lilac, - - 


ce 


14x13%, 


ay 


“ 


All except “L’ of “1 Gitp1” missing. 


10a, ultramarine, perforated 1234, black surcharge. 


ZC 


att 














Commemorative Postage Stamps. 


REFUSAL TO IssuE SERIES FOR LEWIS AND CLARK EXPOSITION FoRE- 
SHADOWS END or THIS PRACTICE—THE ADDITIONAL COST A 
BURDEN, AND THE SPECIAL ACCvoUNTS REGARDED BY THE 
DEPARTMENT AS AN UNMITIGATED NUISANCE. 








WASHINGTON, October 5.—The refusal of the Post Office Department to 
issue a commemorative series of postage stamps for use contemporaneously 
with the Lewis and Clark Exposition at Portland probably foreshadows the 
end of this practice. Having in mind the advertising value of postage stamps 
of distinctive design and shape officially known by the title of the exposition, 
the promoters of the Portland enterprise, headed by the Congressional delega 
tion from Oregon, camped at the Post Office Department, and persistently 
pleaded their case Every other world’s fair had received recognition at the 
hands of the Department ; why should not they? 

At the outset Third Assistant Postmaster General Madden, who has 
charge of the issue of all stamped paper, gave the Portland delegation to 
understand that the application for a series of commemorative stamps would 
not have favorable consideration. He pointed out many reasons in support 
of this position: the commemorative stamp has been worked to death; the 
people and the postmasters were tired of it; stamp collectors protested that 
the issuing of a special set of stamps every two years was rapidly bringing the 
United States into ill repute with philatelists throughout the world, who 
look upon it as a speculative scheme of the Government. Exposition stamps 
also impose additional and wholly unnecessary work on the Department with- 
out any compensating profit to it. 

The Portland promoters replied that every other exposition of a national 
character, with the single exception of the Charleston fair, which was held at 
the same time as the Pan-American at Buffalo, had obtained the advantage 
of a set of stamps. These expositions had all been Eastern enterprises; did 
the Government intend to discriminate in favor of one section, and would the 
first national fair held in the Far West be denied what similar enterprises in 
the East had been accorded? 

This argument, backed as it was by pressure from senators, repre- 
sentatives, and the Western press, was driven home with vigor. For a time 
it appeared that Madden would have to yield, but he was reinforced from an 
unexpected quarter, and his final answer remained “ No.” The St. Louis 
experience furnished this reinforcement. The series of stamps issued for the 
Louisiana Purchase Exposition has proved a drug on the market. The 
obvious indifference of the public to them, as shown in the slow sales, furnished 
Madden an effective demonstration of the fact that the country was weary of 
special stamps. 

Tothe Department the commemorative stamp is an unmitigated nuisance. 
It costs hundreds of dollars to make the designs and plates. and twice as 
much per thousand for printing as for ordinary stamps. Postmasters are 
obliged to make separate requisitions for them and the Department must keep 
50,000 separate accounts and in making settlements the regular stamp trans- 
actions and the special sales must be treated as distinct. This makes work 
all along the line. The Bureau of Engraving and Printing which supplies 
the stamps, is regularly rushed to the limit of its capacity. Its great work is 
printing money, revenue stamps, and bonds. Night shifts are employed a 
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good part of the year, and the bureau rarely catches up to the demand of the 
Treasury for “‘ ones,” “‘ fives.” “tens,” and “ twenties,” which has become 
almost a continuous call. The consumption of postal supplies has also 
increased enormously, so that every stamp press is working full time to main- 
tain the required reserve in the Department. 

The third assistant postmaster-general stands between the “fair ’’ people, 
demanding special stamps and bringing pressure from influential quarters, 
and the already overworked Bureau of Engraving and Printing. Now, that 
one exposition has been made to get along without special stamps, it is 
predicted in official circles that many years will elapse before the field 
of the regular stamps is again invaded. 

Four sets of commemorative stamps have been issued since 1890. The 
Columbian series proved popular and profitable to the Government. The 
denominatiors were 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 10, 15. 30, and socents, and 1, 2, 3, 4, 
and 5 dollars. The stamps were large, of exquisite design and workmanship, 
and brilliant coloring Millions were hoarded by speculators, who have lost 
heavily on their investment Within a year it has been possible to buy these 
stamps, especially those of high denominations, at a discount of 10 to 15 per 
cent from their face value. In 1896 a Philadelphia man attempted to cor- 
ner the $2 denomination, paying anywhere from $2 to $4 for each copy. 
After holding them a couple of years and finding no great sale he dumped 
the lot on the market at a discount of 25 per cent. off the face value. It is 
estimated that he lost $20,000 in the deal. The $1 denomination is the only 
Columbian stamp that now commands a premium; it sells, if unused, at 
about $1.50. 

The Trans-Mississippi, or ‘‘Omaha,” series, which followed in 1898, was 
practically a failure. In this set the $3, $4, and $5 denominations were 
omitted. The stamps were of the same size and general appearance as the 
Columbian, but the novelty had worn off, so far as the public was concerned, 
and collectors and speculators had been burned so badly with the Columbians 
that they would have nothing to do with the Omaha stamps, and vast quantities 
were returned to the Department, at the close of the Exposition, for destruction. 

The Pan-American or “ Buffalo,” series in 1901, was perhaps the most 
popular set of commemorative stamps the Department has issued, due to the 
limitation of the issue to six denominations, with a total face value of only 
thirty cents. The stamps were small in size, and were printed in a colored 
border with a black centre. This increased the public and philatelic appre- 
ciation of them. The Department and the Engraving Bureau, from the 
director to the plate printers, were kept in a constant anxiety during the pro- 
gress of this set, lest stamps should be printed and issued with the picture 
upside down. One sheet of the two-cent and three sheets of the one cent 
denomonination actually escaped the vigilance of the inspectors, getting into 
the hands of collectors. A sheet of the four cent denomination was 
accidentally misprinted and afterwards overprinted with the word “speci- 
men” on each stamp. This resulted in charges which led to an investigation 
of the third assistant postmaster-general, who was said to have sold these 
stamps at a big price, pocketing the proceeds. He wasexonerated. A copy 
of the four-cent Pan-American stamp with inverted centre sold by auction, 
in Boston, for $310. This copy did not have the overprint “ specimen.” 

The current St. Louis stamps, put on sale May 1, met quite a demand 
at the outset. This quickly fell off, however, and postmasters have been 
recently ordered to make every effort to work off their stocks before Decem- 
ber 1, when the stamps must be retired from sale.—Special correspondence 
of the Mew York Evening Post. 
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Unitep States.—Mr. H. J. Douglas has shown us the rc blue 
Documentary stamp of the 1898 issue in an imperforate pair without the 
horizontal rouletting. 

Messrs. Sellschopp & Co. have shown us the Wells Fargo & Co. News- 
paper stamp (No. 2773) in a strip without vertical perforation. 


a? 3-2] @ 


BarBADOos.—Mr. J. C. Morgenthau has shown us a number of oddities 
from various countries, among which is the five shillings Barbados of 1873 in 
an imperforate pair. 


> es > ¢ 


BECHUANALAND.— LZwen's Weekly Stamp News says: “ We are inform: 
ed that / 1 stamp are now absolete. They were only used at two places, 
Francistown, in the North Protectorate, and the Court House, Gaberones, 
and at both these places they have none left. In Z£. W. S. N. we reported 
that the store keeper at Capetown had sold out and at Mafeking, the Post 
Office which acts as ‘G. P. O.’ for the Bechuanaland Protectorate, no stamps 
of higher value than ros. are kept in stock. Of course no more #1 Queen’s 
heads will be printed, so there is an end of this stamp. We shoud be inclin- 
ed to think it will prove a rarity. Wil the £1 King’s head of Great Britain 
be surcharged to take its place? Weshall not be surprised if the King’s 
head set does not contain this value, as there does not seem to be very much 
demand either for it or for the 45.” 


? @&© © @ @ 


BELGIUM.—Mr. Morgenthau has shown us the 1c green Newspaper 
stamp of 1861 on laid paper. 


* &:& @ .@ 


CANAL Zonr.—We wish to warn our readers to be extremely careful 
when purchasing any of the first series of the stamps of this Territory, those 
surcharged upon the stamps of Panama. 

The market is flooded with counterfeits of this series, both good, bad and 
indifferent, and new ones seem to be making their appearance almost daily. 
This applies both to unused and used stamps and, in the case of the latter, 
the postmarks are sometimes forged as well as the surcharges. 

So far all the counterfeits which we have seen may be distinguished by 
a trifling peculiarity which, always present in the originals, seems to have 
escaped the notice of the counterfeiters as it is not reproduced in any of the 
false surcharges which we have seen. 
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We would strongly advise our readers to purchase these stamps only from 
dealers of established reputation and, even then, to insist that each stamp 
should bear the initials, or private mark, of the dealer as even the most care- 
ful of us become the victim of the counterfeiter at times. 


e..-— 2 .@ 


Cuite.— Zhe London Philatelist has seen a specimen of the 5c. on 3oc. 
our number 39, with double surcharge doth of which are inverted. 


2. @ 


CoLOMBIAN REPUBLIC—SANTANDER.—Mr. Morgenthau shows us the red 


revenue stamp, surcharged for postage, in a pair, one of which is without sur- 
charge. 


¢ @ @ @ ®@ 


GerMany.—TZhe Monthly Journal notes the 25 pf. of 1859 in a more 
orange shade than the normal and the 1 mark of 1902 in a new tint—lake. 

Among the oddities shown us by Mr. Morgenthau are imperforate blocks 
of the following stamps of the German Empire : 

1880, ropf. rose (No. 39) 

1889, 1opf. carmine (No. 47) 

1900, 10pf. “ (No. 55) 
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GREECE.—We have to report part perforate pairs of the 1dr on 4ol 
brown on blue and the 2dr on 5] green (Nos. 157 and 158). These are 
shown us by Mr. Morgenthau. 


2 2 & @ @ 


_ GUATEMALA.—We are shown by Mr. Morgenthau the 5c brown of 1871 
In an imperforate block, one stamp of which is téte béche. 


e Ae? | @ 


Honpuras.—We wish to warn collectors against counterfeits of the 
1877 surcharges, which are now in the market. Sometime ago a lot of these 
things were sent us from Paris, mostly in pairs, showing inverted, double and 
téte béche varieties. We found the surcharges were very clearly impressed 
and did not agree in colors or measurements with the accepted varieties. At 
a later date more of the same things were offered us by a man in this city, 
who claimed to be acting as agent for someone in Honduras. On our express- 
ing an unfavorable opinion of the stamps, he volunteered to procure used 
copies for us and did so, but they were not to our satisfaction. 

At the last meeting of the Philatelic Society the subject was very 
thoroughly gone into and evidence was produced which left no doubt in the 
minds of those present that the surcharges were counterfeit. Many of them 
are offered on letters which appear to have contained official correspondence, 
(which was forwarded without stamps), and the story which accompanies 
them is that they represent a batch of letters found in the Dead Letter Office. 
‘There is some reason to believe that the envelopes are genuine, but it is 
vident that the stamps have been applied at a later date and cancelled, pro- 
bably with the old cancelling marks. There is evidence, however, that the 
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dates had been tampered with, and in one or two instances they were can- 
celled with a later date than that of the receiving mark on the back of the 
envelope. 

? &© @ &@& © 


InDIA—J aAlpuR.—We illustrate below the type of the stamps which we 
chronicled last month. 


JAIPUR STAT 


Bark AAPL 


MADAGASCAR.—Mr. Morgenthau shows us the 2fr and sfr stamps of the 
current issue (Cow and Monkey design) imperforate. The 2fr. has a double 
impression. These are probably nothing but printers’ waste. 
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Persia.—A few more oddities have turned up in this country and are 
shown us by Mr. Morgenthau. 

These are the 1 kran ultramarine (No. 129) of the surcharged issue of 
1899, having the surcharge of type “Gc” in our catalogue instead of type 
“B,” which properly belongs on thatstamp. Next, the 3 shahitype-set stamp 
of 1902 with the Lion surcharge (No. 224), in which the stamp has the French 
word “ Persanes” without the second “‘e.” Lastly, the 8s on 5k of the 1903 
series with the multi-colored surcharge inverted. 
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PHILIPPINE IsLANDs.—Mr. J. W. Scott has shown us the 5c of 1899 
(No. 206) with the surcharge inverted. 
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SaRAWAK.—Stanley Gibbons Monthly Journal notes the 4c. red biown 
on yellow of 1875 in a vertical pair imperforate between the stamps. 


, > 2 = 


Spain.—We quote from Gibbons Monthly Journal: ‘In giving a history 
of the 5c. imperforate, ten sheets of which (2.000 stamps) were, we are told, 
sent to Cadiz and duly sold to the public, Madrid Filal.tico adds that imper- 
forate sheets of the 15c of the current type, both in 4/ve and in /i/ac, were also 
regularly issued—the d/ue at Talavera dela Reina and the /#/ac at Madrid. 
At what date these issues took place and whether more than one unfinished 
sheet of either variety got into circulation, is not stated. 

The following stamps in imperforate blocks are shown us by Mr. Mor- 
genthau: 1876: 5, 10, 25, 50c and 1p (Nos. 222, 223, 225, 227, 228 in our 
catalogue.) 
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UruGuay.—We have received the 5c stamp illustrated by us in July in 
a deep blue shade and some of our contemporaries record it in ultramarine. 

Among the other curios shown us by Mr. Morgenthau is our No. 116, 
the 1c brown-violet and black, with the surcharge “ pROvISOIRE 1897” 
inverted. 


e & & & © 


WuRTEMBERG.—Mr. Morgenthau shows us the spf green of 1890-94 in 
an imperforate block. We have previously seen this stamp imperforate, with 
printing on the back and without gum. This variety, we are told, comes 
from waste or trial sheets, but the stamps shown us by Mr. Morgenthau 
appear to be on the regular paper and have gum, from which we infer that 
they may properly be considered as an imperforate variety of the regular issue 


























CANAL ZONEB.—We find that we 
have omitted to formally chronicle 
the 8c and 1oc, which omission we 
herewith rectify. 

Adhesive stamps. 

Watermarked U. S. P. S. 

Perforated 12. 

Black surcharge. 

8c puce 
10c orange-brown 


COLOMBIAN REPUBLIO.—We 
have received three more values of 
the new series chronicled last month 
and also an acknowledgement of 
receipt stamp. 

Adhesive stamps. 

Perforated 12. 

Mc buff 
1oc purple 
2oc black 
Acknowledgement of Receipt Stamp. 
Perforated 12. 
sc blue 


Antioquia.—Several of our contem- 
poraries mention a variety of the 1oc 
of 1902, our number 136. 

The stamp is printed in sheets of 
three different sizes, one ef which 
contains a single stamp with the head 
much smaller than normally. 

Adhesive stamp. 

Wove paper. 

Perforated 12. 
1oc rose-lilac (small head) 


FIJI ISLANDS,—Zwen’s 


Weekly 


Stamp News \ists another value on 
the new paper. 

Adhesive stamp. 

Watermarked Multiple Crown and 
GC. A: 

erforated 14. 
Wp gray-green 


FRANOCB—Offices in Zanzibar.— 
Under the heading: “THe Last 
SURCHARGES OF THE FRENCH OFFICE 
IN ZANZIBAR”, L’ Echo de la Tim- 
brologie discourses as follows : 

“The word ‘last’ is used here 
with a double meaning, because these 
surcharges are the last and, at the 
same time, the most recent. 

“Is it the song of the swan? No 
one will complain because they have 
finally wrung the neck of this swan, 
which sang, truly, too much and too 
loudly. 

“Suppressed by the terms of the 
French-English agreement, the 
French office at Zanzibar has not 
wished to close its windows without 
making itself talked about and it has 
censecrated the moments of its last 
agony to a new issue of surcharges, 

“They have been made upon the 
30c brown and the 4oc red of the 
group type ; upon the 5c, roc and 15c 
postage due stamps; and upon the §c, 
roc and 30c of the Blanc and Mou- 
chon types of postage stamps. As per 
the following list : 


I.—Stamps of the group type sur- 
charged. 


25 S2) 5085 1frS10 
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25c and 2% on 4a on 4oc red on straw 
50 and 50n3a0n30c brown on 
bistre 
50 and_ 5 on 4aon 4oc red on straw 
ifr and 10 on 3a0n 30c brown on 
bistre 
ifr and 10 on 4a on 4oc red on straw 
‘* The first figure indicates the value 
in the French money; the second the 
value in annas. They are separated 
by a black mark, obtained by turning 
a type upside down and printing from 
its foot. This mark is applied over 
the figure of the original surcharge, 
which it annuls. It is quite ingenious. 


II.—Postage due stamps surcharged. 








Affranch‘ 


Ya blue (a) (red surcharge) 
1a brown (8B) 
1%a green (c) (red surcharge) 

“It is, naturally, the postage due 
stamps current in Zanzibar, that is to 
say those with the word ‘zanziBaR’ 
and value in annas, which have 
received these surcharges. 

“The word ‘ TIMBRE ’, of type A, 
is placed in an unforseen position, 
but the word ‘ Affranch‘’, of type 3, 
is printed over the word ‘TAxeE’ of 
the stamp and the two lines of type c 
efface the inscriptions ‘cHIFFRE’ 


above and ‘Taxe’ below. 
a bad combination. 


III.—Stamps of the Blanc and Mou- 
chon types surcharged. 


a 25° 
25 2 


2 and 25 on %a on Sc green (red 
surcharge) 

Ia ON roc rose-red 

3a on 30C lilac 

cing and 50 on 3a on 30C lilac 

dix and ifron 3a on 30¢ lilac 

“On the sc the surcharge is printed 
in red in such a position that the 
large ‘2’ falls before the numeral of 
the old surcharge ‘%’. This makes 
it 234. The numerals ‘25’ a little 
more than cover the original figure 5 
of the stamp. 

“On the others the value in cen- 
times is printed over the small shield 
containing the original value and the 
indication of the new value below falls 
upon the first surcharge in annas. 

“All this is admirable, but was it 
necessary? We doubt it very much.” 

The illustrations shown above are 
not exact and only resemble the 
genuine in a general way. We use 
them only to show the relative posi- 
tions of the new surcharges and to 
give an idea of their style 


It is not 


L fr 
dix 


5O 


cing 


2% and 25 on 
2% and 25 on 


GAMBIA,—The first of the set on 
the new paper has made its appear- 
ance, 

Adhesive stamp. 

Watermarked Multiple Crown and 
C.A 

Perforated 14. 

Ip carmine 


MARTINIQUB.—Z Echo de la 
Timbrologie says: “Two series of 
urcharges have made their appear- 





ance. The first contains but two 
values. The surcharge is composed 
only of the numerals ‘10’ in large 
figures followed by the letter ‘C.’ 
“The second series is better sup- 
plied, since it presents six values, all 
transformed into stamps of the 10c 
value. It is also more complicated 
because it bears the date”™ (1904) 
above the value which reads “Of. 10.” 
Adhesive stamps. 
Perforated 14x13% 
Black surcharge ? 
10C On 30c brown on bistre, value only 
1oc on sfrlilaconlavender, “ “ 
10C on 30c brown on bistre, value and 
date 
roc on 4o0c red on straw, value & date 
10C ON §0c Carmine on rose, value and 
date 
10c on 75c deep-violet on straw, value 
and date 
1ocon ifrbronze-green on 
value and date 
1oc on 5fr lilac on lavender, value and 
date 


straw, 


MEXICO.—We have seen the cur- 
rent type of the two cent stamp (our 
type A26) in a new color. 

Adhesive stamp. 

Watermarked. 

Perforated 14, 15. 
2c bright blue 


NICARAGUA.—Mekeel’s Weekly 
Stamp News announces a provisional 
stamp made by surcharging the roc of 
1902 (our No. 161) “15 CENTAVOS” 
in dronze-blue together with a short 
ornament, consisting of three wavy 
lines, which partly covers the word 
“CENTAVOS” at the bottom of the 
stamp. “The ink of the overprint 
is very thick and stands up from the 
paper like paint. The stamp is used, 
on a piece of the cover and was 
mailed at Cornito, Sept. 7.” 

Mr. Alfred Greenbaum sends us an 
envelope bearing the 5c and 15c 
stamps of the 1900-02 issue, which 
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have been hand-stamped in black 
with a large, capital letter “B”, the 
words ‘ DPTO. ZELAYA™ and a curved 
dash. We are told that this sur- 
charge is used in Bluefields and the 
cancellation confirms this. Awen's 
Weekly Stamp News adds some other 
values with the Bluefields surcharge 
and also a letter from Cabo Gracias a 
Dios, on the Atlantic Coast, franked 
with three 10c violet (our type Ar4) 
surcharged “cr.” and “caso”. and, 
besides this, a letter from San Carlos 
which is franked with five fiscal 
stamps of the 1894 series overprinted 
“1904” at top, a shield containing 
“centavos” and, below that, “s”. 

It is said that the Bluefields sur- 
charge is due to the fact that the cur- 
rency in the coast towns is upon a 
silver basis while the rest of Nicaragua 
uses paper money, which is very much 
depreciated. This being so the same 
reason will explain the Cabo Gracias a 
Dios surcharge. 


Adhesive stamps. 


Perforated 12. 
Bronze-blue surcharge. 
1§c on roc violet 


Provisionals for Bluefields. 


Perforated 12. 
Black surcharge. 
1c red-violet 
5c blue 
10c violet 
15c ultramarine 
soc lake 
Provisional for Cabo Gracias 
Dios. 


Perforated 12. 


Violet surcharge 
10c violet 
Fiscal used for Postage. 
Perforated. 
Black surchage. 
5c yellow 


PERSIA.—la Cote RéeHe adds two 
values to the current. series and the 
Monthly Journal mentions a. variety 
of the two tomans on 50 krans; the 
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word “ Tromans” being in sans-serif 
capitals, all-of the same height and 
the new value given, also, in Persian 
characters. 

Adhesive stamp. 

Perforsted 1134x11. 

at on 50k yellow-green blue sur. 

2okr orange 


30kr green 


8T LUCIA.—Another value has 
appeared upon the new paper. 

Adhestve stamps. 

Watermarked Multiple Crown and 
C. A. 

Perforated 14. 
¥%p violet and green 


SBRVIA.—The New England 
Stamp Co. has shown us the new 
coronation series. They are large 
stamps and are in two types, which 
we shall illustrate next month. 


Adhesive stamps. 


Perforated 11%. 
5p yellow-green 
10p rose-red 
15p red-violet 
2s5p blue 
50p gray-brown 
id bistre 
3d blue green 
5d purple 
SOUTHBRN NIGBRIA.—Several 
of our contemporaries mention 
another value on the new paper. 
Adhesive stamp. 
Watermarked Multiple Crown and 
C2. 
Perforated 14. 
1s green and black 


TRINIDAD.—Zwen's Weekly Stamp 
News announces the appearance of 
two stamps upon the new paper. 

Adhesive stamps. 

Watermarked Multiple Crown and 
C. A. 

Perforated 14. 
4P green 

tp black on red, type II. 


STRAITS SETTLEMENTS.--Johore 
We have received a new provisional 
from this country. It is of the type 
listed by us in June. 

Adhesive stamps. 

Watermarked a Flower. 

Perforated 14. 

Black Surcharge. 
10c on 4c green and rose. 


VENBZUEBLA.— We have just re- 
ceived a novelty from this country. 
It is the 5c orange (our No. 144, type 
A25) without surcharge and makes a 
companion to the soc (our No. 162, 
type A28) issued last year. Is it 
possible that all of the series, numbers 
144 to 153, are to appear unsur- 
charged? Several of our contem- 
poraries list some high values of the 
“Instruccion” series chronicled by 
us in June. 

Adhesive stamps. 

Perforated 12. 

5c orange 

Instruccion type. 

3b blue 
rob violet 
20b rose 





Parcel Post To France. 


ARRANGEMENTS COMPLETED FOR SERVICE FROM UNITED STATES 
TO BEGIN ON NOVEMBER I, 


Paris, Oct. 12th.—lIt is officially announced that the arrangement of 
a parcel post between the United States and France, including Corsica and 
Algeria, will come into force on November 1, under contracts with the Com- 
pagnie Générale Transatlantique and the American Express Company.— 


New York Herald. 





Birmingham Philatelic Society. 


Oct. 6th. Annual General Business Meeting,—The Report and Balance 
Sheet, showing a cash balance in hand of £74.8.4™%, were passed. The fol- 
lowing amended programme was adopted.— 


Oct, 18(Tuesday). Display—Gt. Britain, N. Z.,Germany—Mr. W. B. Avery. 
=: 8g ‘* —Australian;Colonies—Mr. R. Hollick. 
, 10. Paper—Turkey—Mr. P. T. Deakin. 
*  —Hongkong—Mr. C. A. Stephenson. 
Auction at Acorn Hotel. 
Lantern Display—Mr. J. A. Margoschis. 
Paper—Railway Letter Stamps—Capt. M. W. K, Connolly. 
Auction at Acorn Hotel. 
Paper—Roumania—Mr. H. Grindall. 
—N. Nigeria & Seychelles—Messrs. Stephenson & Wadams, 

Display—Gt. Britain—W. W. Pimm. 
Paper— —- —T. W. Peck. 


The officers and committee were all re-elected. 

4£,26 was voted towards the Permanent Collection, which now contains 
12,064 varieties. The Stamp Collector was adopted as the official journal for 
the ensuing year. Votes of thanks were given to the following donors to the 
Permanent Collection—Dr. R, Lyon (unused triangular Capes, etc.), Messrs. 
E. U. Eddis, J. N. Marsden, H. F. Lowe, L. Lloyd, A. Spetsiotis, C. F. 
Tanner, C. McNaughtan, F. C. Krichauff, J. J. Smith, G. E. Petty, while 
Messrs. C. T. Reed and F. J. Durrant were thanked for donations of catalogues 
and periodicals, Dr. R. Lyon for Mount Brown’s Catal. 5th Edition and 
Messrs. Stanley Gibbons, H. L. Ewen, Alfred Smith & Son, W. Brown, W. 
Morley and Th. Lemaire for their periodicals, The Scott Stamp & Coin Co. 
for their Tentative List of Adhesive and Revenue Proofsjof the U. S. A. 

In view of the great increase in the value of the Society’s possessions, 
amounting to many hundreds of pounds, it was decided that “ All persons 
elected members on and after Oct. ist, 1905 and all, whose membership shall 
have lapsed and who desire re-election shall pay an entrance fee of ssh.” 

The following were unanimously elected members.—Messrs. Wilmot 
Corfield, J. V. Dorman, M. A., J. G Cuthbertson, B. B. A. Bittencourt, T. 
A. Cunningham, S. C. Skipton, W. H. Terry, S. E. Anthonisz, P. Guerin, W. 
T. Taylor, G. Schmidt, B. C. Baylis, Aug. Marbes, T. B. Widdowson. 

The membsrship now stands at 320 an increase of 2 on last year. 

It was decided to send special diplomas to all those members who have 
contributed #10in value to the Permanent Collection as an interesting 
souvenir of the assistance so generously given to the work of the Society and 
to philately in general. They have given of their best and the Society is 
extremely grateful to them and, by research, is making splendid use of the gifts. 
The 12064 (4478 in the Colonial album and 7586 in the Foreign) have been 
got together in less than 3 years and although this rate of progress may not 
be maintained the Committee are determined to do all they can to this end, 
having had the experience of the great use it has already been to the members, 





The Collectors Club. 


351 FouRTH AVENUE, New York. 


The 111th meeting of the Board of Governors was held at the club house 
on Munday evening, October roth, 1904. 

Present ; Messrs. Andreini, Dewing, Luff, Morgenthau, Rich, Scott and 
Perrin 

The meeting was called to order at 8.15 p m. The minutes of the previ- 

ous meeting were approved as read. 

The resignation of Mr. Wm Herrick, our first president, was read and 
accepted with great regret. 

The resignation of Messrs. Berlepsch, Carstarphen, Corwin, George, 
McLellan and Nelson were received and accepted with regrets. 

The Treasurer’s report showing a cash balance in bank of $768.43 was 
read and approved 

The monthly report of the House Committee was read and received. 

Adjourned at 8.45 p. m. 


ANNUAL MEETING. 

The ninth meeting of the stockholders and eight annual meeting of the 
club was held at the club house on Wednesday evening, October rath 1904. 

The meeting was called to order at 8 40 p. m. by President Andreini. 

The following members answered to the calling of the roll ; 

J. M. Andreini, John N. Luff, P. F. Bruner, J. C. Morgenthau, W. W. 
Dewing, George D. Morse. N. Dieschbourg, Albert Perrin, H. E. Deats, Jos. 
S. Rich, W. F. Grego.y, J. W. Scott, B. von Hodenburg, P. Stypmann, F. E. 
P. Lynde. 

The reading of the minutes of the preceding meeting of the stockhol- 
ders was dispensed with. 

The reports of the following officers and committee wereread and accepted: 

The President's report. The Treasurer’s report. The Secretary's re- 
port. The Executive Committee’s report, The House Committee's report. 
The Amusement Committee’s report, The Auditing Committee's report. 
The Literary Committee’s report. The Membership Committee's report. 
The Biograhpy Committee's report. 

Moved by Mr. Scott, seconded by Mr. Lynde and carried, that the Li- 
brarian be requested to furnish a complete catalogue of the books in the li 
brary at his earliest possible convenience. 

A vote of thanks was tendered to Mr. Rich for the care and work he has 
given the Library during the past year. 

Moved by Mr. Lynde, seconded by Mr. Dieschbourg and unanimously 
carried, that a vote of thanks be tendered to all the officers of the Club 
for their efficient work during the past year. 

‘There being no other business before the meeting, the President appoin- 
ted Messrs. Luff, and Rich tellers in order to proceed to the election of three 
Governors, to serve until October 1907, and the following result was announced. 

Total votes cast 12, W. W. Dewing 12, B. von Hodenburg 12, Albert 
Perrin 12. 

The chair thereupon declared Messrs. Dewing, von Hodenburg and 
Perrin duly elected. 

Adjourned at 9.20 p. m. 





375 
GOVERNORS MEETING. 


The t12th meeting of the Board of Governors was held at the club 
house on Wednesday evening, October 12, 1904. 

Present: Messrs. Andreini, Bruner, Dewing, von Hodenburg, Luff, 
Morgenthau, Rich, Scott and Perrin. 

The meeting was called to order at 9.25 p. m. with Mr. Scott in the chair. 

Mr. J. M. Andreini was nominated and unanimously elected President 
for the ensuing year. 

Mr. P. F. Bruner was nominated and unanimously elected Vice-President 
for the ensuing year. 

Mr W. W. Dewing was nominated and unanimously elected Treasurer 
for the ensuing year. 

Mr. Albert Perrin was nominated and unanimously elected Secretary for 
the ensuing year. 

The following committees were appointed by the President to serve dur 
ing the ensuing year. 

EXECUTIVE, 

Executive—J.C. Morgenthau, Chairman, J] O. Hobby, Jos S.Rich. 

House —John N Luff, Chairman, G. E. Jones, G. R. Tuttle, Albert 
Perrin, F. E. P. Lynde. 

Amusement and Exhibition.—P. F. Bruner, Chairman, John N. Luff, J. 
A. Klemann, N. Dieschbourg, Julius Herzog. 

Auditing,—J. M. Andreini, Chairman, Wm, Thorne, Henry Clotz. 

Literary,—Jos S. Rich, Chairman, H. E. Deats, E. M. Carpenter, M. 
H. Lombard, I. A. Mekeel. 

Membershi~.—B. von Hodenburg, Chairman, H. E. Robinson, W. F. 
Gregory, A. Krassa, E. B. Power. 

Biography.—John W. Scott, Chairman, Chas, Gregory, Jos. S. Rich. 
Mr. Scott was authorized to have the annual report and membership list 
printed. 

Mr. Dewing was instructed and authorized to have the Treasurer's bon 
renewed for one year. 

On December 12th the competive exhibition of United States stamps 
will be held at the club house for the gold, silver and bronze medals offered 
by the Scott Stamp & Coin Co. 


ALBERT PERRIN, Secretary. 


Johannesburg Philatelic Society. 


A meeting of the Society was held on Tuesday Sept. 6th when there 
were present thirteen members and five visitors 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 

Several letters from correspondents were read. The next business 
brought up was the hiring of a room for the Society. The Chairman pro- 
posed that they have a room in the Masonic Temple, which would be very 
suitable for holding the meetings. The Society would also be able to keep 
its library there. 

Mr. W. E. Fairbridge was elected as a member of the Society. 

The second quarterly auction then took place, Mr. M. E. Valentine 
officiating as auctioneer. J. Grasser, Hon. Asst. Sec'y. 





Staten Island Philatelic Society. 


Minutes of a regular meeting of the Staten Island Philatelic Society held 
Sept. 2zoth, 1904, at Ohliger’s Hotel, Stapleton, S. I. 

Members present, President Oscar Dejonge in the chair, Messrs. Henry 
Clotz, A. R. Richter, Adolph Lienhardt, Hugo Kessler and R. H. Be 

The meeting was called to order at 8 30 P. M. 

In the absence of the Secretary Mr. R. H. Benary was appointee 
in his stead. 

The reading of the minues of the last meeting was dispensed witl 

The bill of expenses for the outing of last year was accepted a1 
unexpended balance returned to the treasury 

A vote of thanks was tendered to Mr. Richter for his successf 
ment of the affair. 

The resignations of Messrs. Crawford Capen and Eug 
accepted with regret. 

The names of Messrs. E. R. Carter. Dr. Charles Diena 
Van den Huvel were dropped from the rolls for non-payment of 

Rev. Wm. L. Glenn notified the Society that he had changed hi 
to Emmonton, Md. 

Upon motion the Secretary pro, tem. was instructed to 
for the candidates for the board of officers for 1904-1905. 

The election resulted as follows President. Oscar Dejongs 
President, A. R. Richter ; Vreasurer, Henry Clotz : Secretary, R. S. 
Exchange Manager, John A. Klemann; Librarian, Adolph Leinhardt; 
tive Committee, Oscar Dejonge. C. Witt and A. R. Richter 

Several donations of literature for the Library were 

Adjournment followed at to.15 P. M. 

Next meeting Oct. 18, 1904. 

Rost. H. 





